
Questions:

1. What is the summary of this literary piece?
2. What lesson does the author want to convey?
3. What is the relationship of this story to the current time?

Answers:

1. Summary

"100 Kislap" is a flash fiction story written by Abdon M. Balde Jr.
that tells the story of a young boy who climbs a tree to catch
fireflies for his mother, who he loves very much. He manages to
catch one, but as he descends the tree, he falls and loses the
firefly. He decides to climb back up the tree to find it, but his
mother calls for him to come back down for dinner. The boy is
torn between staying to search for the firefly or going down to eat
with his mother, but ultimately chooses to come down and have
dinner with her. The story ends with the mother and son enjoying
a simple meal together, with the mother unaware of her son's
inner conflict.

The story's brevity and simplicity serve to convey its message
about the importance of family and the sacrifices we make for
those we love. The boy's love for his mother is shown through
his determination to catch the fireflies for her, and his inner
conflict about choosing between searching for the firefly and
joining his mother for dinner highlights the difficult choices we
sometimes have to make in order to prioritize the people we care
about. Overall, the story is a poignant reminder to appreciate the
little moments with our loved ones and to always choose family
over other things.



2. Lesson

The flash fiction "100 Kislap" by Abdon M. Balde Jr. is a poignant
reminder of the fleeting nature of life and the importance of living
in the present. The story is a narrative of an old man who is
counting the stars in the sky, hoping to see 100 of them, which
he believes will be a sign of his impending death. However, as
he counts the stars, he realizes that life is not measured by the
number of days, but by the moments we share with our loved
ones.

The story highlights the theme of living life to the fullest and
cherishing every moment with our loved ones. It reminds us that
our time on earth is limited, and we must make the most of it by
enjoying every moment and creating memories that will last a
lifetime. Additionally, the story shows the beauty of nature and
how it can inspire us to reflect on our lives and the world around
us.

Overall, "100 Kislap" is a powerful reminder of the importance of
living in the present and cherishing every moment of our lives. It
urges readers to reflect on their lives and make the most of every
opportunity to create meaningful experiences and memories with
their loved ones.

3. Relationship of this story to the current time

The themes of resilience and hope in the face of adversity
depicted in "100 Kislap" are still relevant and resonant in the
current time. The story highlights the struggles and challenges of
rural life in the Philippines, which continue to be experienced by
many Filipinos today. It also emphasizes the power of human



connection and community, something that is particularly
important in the midst of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Finally, the story's focus on finding beauty and inspiration in the
natural world can serve as a reminder to prioritize our
environment and take action to protect it in the face of the
current climate crisis.


