Questions:

1. What is the summary of this literary piece?
2. What lesson does the author want to convey?
3. What is the relationship of this story to the current time?

Answers:
1. Summary

"More Than Conquerors" is a short story by Edilberto K. Tiempo
that tells the story of a group of Filipino guerrilla fighters during
World War II. The story centers around a man named Jose, who
joins the guerrillas after his wife and child are killed by the
Japanese.

Jose and the other guerrillas are constantly on the move,
evading the Japanese army and carrying out small-scale attacks.
Despite the danger, Jose and his comrades remain committed to
their cause, believing that they are fighting for the freedom of
their country.

As the war drags on, the guerrillas face increasing challenges,
including dwindling supplies and the loss of some of their
members. However, they continue to fight on, driven by their
determination to protect their homeland.

In the end, the war comes to an end and the guerrillas emerge
victorious. Jose returns to his hometown, where he finds that
much has changed in his absence. Despite this, he remains
proud of his role in the resistance, knowing that he and his



comrades were more than conquerors in the fight for their
freedom.

The story highlights the bravery and sacrifices made by Filipino
guerrilla fighters during World War Il, and emphasizes the
importance of standing up for what one believes in, even in the
face of seemingly insurmountable odds. It also speaks to the
resilience and determination of the Filipino people, who have
overcome numerous challenges throughout their history.

. Lesson

The lesson of "More Than Conquerors" by Edilberto K. Tiempo is
that faith and spirituality can provide strength and comfort in the
face of difficult circumstances. The characters in the story,
particularly the protagonist Pepito, face various challenges such
as poverty, illness, and loss of loved ones. However, through
their faith in God and their community, they are able to find the
courage to persevere and overcome these hardships.

The story also emphasizes the importance of community and
mutual support. The characters in the story come from different
backgrounds and have different struggles, but they come
together to provide emotional and practical support to one
another. This highlights the idea that no one is truly alone in their
struggles and that a strong community can provide much-needed
support and encouragement.

Finally, the story suggests that material possessions and social
status are not the keys to happiness or fulfillment. Despite the
poverty and hardship faced by the characters, they are able to
find happiness and meaning in their lives through their faith and



their relationships with others. This serves as a reminder that
true happiness comes from within, rather than from external
factors.

. Relationship of this story to the current time

The themes explored in "More Than Conquerors" such as
overcoming adversity, resilience, and the importance of
education, continue to be relevant and significant in
contemporary society. Many people still face challenges and
obstacles in their lives, and the story serves as an inspiration
and a reminder that with determination and hard work, it is
possible to overcome even the most difficult circumstances.
Additionally, the story highlights the value of education as a
means of empowerment and a path to a better future, a message
that is still important and applicable today.



