
Questions:

1. What is the summary of this literary piece?
2. What lesson does the author want to convey?
3. What is the relationship of this story to the current time?

Answers:

1. Summary

"The Child of Sorrow" by Zoilo Galang is a novel that revolves
around the life of a young boy named Victor, who grew up in a
rural town in the Philippines during the early 20th century. The
novel follows Victor's journey from childhood to adulthood, as he
navigates through various challenges and struggles.

As a child, Victor was constantly bullied and marginalized by his
peers due to his physical appearance and status as an
illegitimate child. Despite the discrimination, he was determined
to succeed in life and worked hard to improve his education.

As Victor grows older, he falls in love with a girl named Rosa, but
their relationship is hindered by the class differences between
them. Despite the challenges, Victor persists in pursuing Rosa,
and eventually, they get married and have children.

However, Victor's happiness is short-lived, as he faces numerous
challenges, including the loss of his job and the death of his wife.
He also struggles with his identity and sense of belonging, as he
is torn between his loyalty to his roots and his desire to succeed
in a rapidly changing society.



Throughout the novel, Victor's story highlights the struggles and
challenges that many people in the Philippines faced during the
early 20th century, including discrimination, poverty, and social
inequality. The novel also explores themes of love,
perseverance, and resilience in the face of adversity.

In the end, Victor's story is one of triumph over adversity, as he
overcomes the challenges and obstacles in his life to achieve his
dreams and find happiness.

2. Lesson

"The Child of Sorrow" by Zoilo Galang is a story that teaches us
about the importance of family, forgiveness, and perseverance.

The main character, Emar, faces numerous hardships and trials
in his life, including the loss of his father, the betrayal of his
mother's lover, and the struggle to provide for his family. Despite
these challenges, Emar maintains his resilience and
determination to succeed.

The story also highlights the consequences of greed,
selfishness, and dishonesty. Emar's mother's lover, Pedro,
becomes consumed by his desire for wealth and power, leading
to his eventual downfall.

Overall, "The Child of Sorrow" teaches us the value of strong
family relationships, forgiveness, and hard work, while cautioning
against the dangers of greed and selfishness.



3. Relationship of this story to the current time

Despite being written in the early 1920s, "The Child of Sorrow"
by Zoilo Galang still resonates with readers today because the
themes it explores are still relevant. The story continues to teach
us about the importance of family, forgiveness, and
perseverance, values that are still essential in building a strong
and resilient society.

Moreover, the story's warning against the dangers of greed and
selfishness remains significant, as these vices continue to cause
harm and damage to individuals and society as a whole. Thus,
"The Child of Sorrow" is still relevant today as a reminder of the
consequences of such negative traits and the importance of
choosing the right values to live by.


