
Questions:

1. What is the summary of this literary piece?
2. What lesson does the author want to convey?
3. What is the relationship of this story to the current time?

Answers:

1. Summary

"The Great Malayan" is a biography of Apolinario Mabini, one of
the key figures in Philippine history. Written by Carlos Quirino,
the book explores Mabini's life, his role in the Philippine
Revolution, and his contributions to the country's struggle for
independence.

The book begins by introducing Mabini, who was born into a
poor family in Tanauan, Batangas. Despite his humble origins,
Mabini excelled academically and became a respected lawyer
and scholar. When the Philippine Revolution against Spanish
colonial rule broke out in 1896, Mabini joined the cause and
became one of the key advisors to revolutionary leader Emilio
Aguinaldo.

Mabini played a critical role in drafting the Philippine Constitution
and served as Aguinaldo's prime minister during the First
Philippine Republic. However, his advocacy for a peaceful
resolution to the conflict led to his ouster from the government
and imprisonment by the American colonial authorities after the
Philippine-American War.



Throughout the book, Quirino portrays Mabini as a deeply
intellectual and principled leader who was committed to the
cause of Philippine independence. Despite the challenges he
faced, including illness and political persecution, Mabini
remained steadfast in his beliefs and continued to advocate for
the rights of the Filipino people until his death in 1903.

Overall, "The Great Malayan" is a tribute to the life and legacy of
Apolinario Mabini, and an important historical account of the
Philippine Revolution and the struggle for independence.

2. Lesson

One of the main lessons that can be gleaned from "The Great
Malayan" by Carlos Quirino is the importance of intellectual and
moral integrity in leadership. Mabini is portrayed as a man of
great intellect, but also one with unwavering principles and a
deep commitment to the cause of Philippine independence.
Despite the many challenges he faced, Mabini remained
steadfast in his beliefs and never compromised his principles.

Another lesson that can be drawn from the book is the
importance of the struggle for independence in shaping a
nation's identity and shaping the destiny of its people. The book
highlights the role of Mabini and other key figures in the
Philippine Revolution in defining what it meant to be a Filipino
and in laying the groundwork for the country's future.

Additionally, the book sheds light on the challenges of
nation-building and the importance of unity and cooperation in
achieving national goals. Mabini's advocacy for a peaceful
resolution to the conflict and his willingness to work with diverse



groups in pursuit of the common goal of independence serves as
a model for effective leadership and nation-building.

Overall, "The Great Malayan" is a compelling account of the life
and legacy of Apolinario Mabini and the Philippine Revolution. It
serves as a reminder of the importance of leadership with
integrity, the struggle for independence in shaping a nation's
identity, and the need for unity and cooperation in achieving
national goals.

3. Relationship of this story to the current time

"The Great Malayan" by Carlos Quirino is still relevant to the
current time in several ways. First and foremost, the book serves
as a reminder of the importance of national identity and
independence in shaping a nation's destiny. The struggle for
independence and the efforts of leaders like Mabini to define
what it means to be Filipino are still relevant today as the
Philippines continues to grapple with issues of national identity
and sovereignty.

The book also highlights the importance of intellectual and moral
integrity in leadership. In a time when there is growing concern
about the lack of ethics and integrity among leaders in various
fields, Mabini's unwavering commitment to his principles serves
as a model for effective leadership.

Finally, "The Great Malayan" underscores the importance of
unity and cooperation in nation-building. Mabini's willingness to
work with diverse groups in pursuit of the common goal of
independence is still relevant today as the Philippines faces
numerous challenges that require a united effort to overcome.



Overall, "The Great Malayan" remains relevant to the current
time, reminding us of the importance of national identity, integrity
in leadership, and unity in nation-building. It is a powerful
testament to the enduring legacy of Apolinario Mabini and his
contribution to the Philippines' struggle for independence.


